March. The Committee of the Birmingham Hospital Sunday Fund, in the distribution of hospital and dispensary tickets, appear to us to work on a method which is altogether wrong. The greater the church collection, the more numerous are the tickets consigned to the minister for distribution. Now, it is very evident that the largest contributions will naturally come from the wealthiest congregations. To give the largest supplies of tickets to such churches as these, is something like sending coals to Newcastle. Moreover, the poor, who> want them most, will find them the hardest to procure. The "Rev. Percival Wilson, rector of All Saints', Birmingham, a parish which has about 30,000 souls, mostly poor, recently received, as his share of the award, one ticket, for " distribution among the poor." It is not surprising to learn that the rev. gentleman has been somewhat exercised in his mind as to how he is to " distribute" one ticket among 30,000 persons ! To judge the poor man's mite at its intrinsic value, and to award the tickets in mathematical proportion to the sums received from the churches, is simply to pervert the intentions of the donors, and to inflict serious wrong upon the poor.
A proposal has been made to celebrate the Queen's Jubilee in Cambridge by raising a fund which shall form a permanent increase to the endowment of Addenbrooke's Hospital. This old institution, which was founded as far back as 1719, has done, and is doing, an excellent work, but latterly it has had to draw upon its permanent resources to meet the current liabilities.
